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Welcome to a location that sits 
perfectly between the gorgeous 
landscape of the North York 
Moors, the rolling hills of the 
Yorkshire Dales, the beautiful 
Tees Valley and the dramatic 
coastline. Aa region of diverse landscapes, rich history, and charming 
villages. This guidebook will help you explore the best of North Yorkshire and the Tees 
Valley, with most attractions accessible within a 30-minute drive from Rudby Hall (see 
map below) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Rudby Hall is close to many attractions – radius of the circle is ten miles 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

North York Moors National Park  

The North York Moors National Park is a vast expanse of rolling hills, ancient woodlands, 
and open moorland. In summer, the moors are blanketed in purple heather, offering 
breathtaking views and a haven for wildlife. The park is also known for its dark skies, 
making it an excellent spot for stargazing  

 

North Yorkshire Moors Railway 

Step back in time aboard the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, a heritage steam railway 
running between Pickering and Whitby. The journey offers picturesque views of the 
moors and stops at charming stations, including Goathland, famous as Hogsmeade 
Station in the Harry Potter films.   

 

 

Coastal Highlights 

• Whitby: A historic fishing town with a bustling harbor, Whitby is known for its 
association with Captain Cook and Bram Stoker's Dracula. Explore the ruins of 
Whitby Abbey and enjoy fresh seafood by the sea. 

• Robin Hood's Bay: This picturesque village features narrow, winding streets 
leading down to a sandy beach. It's a perfect spot for fossil hunting and coastal 
walks. 

• Bempton Cliffs: A haven for birdwatchers, Bempton Cliffs are home to one of 
the UK's top wildlife spectacles, with thousands of seabirds nesting on the 
towering chalk cliffs.  

 

Countryside Attractions 

• Castle Howard: An opulent stately home set amidst rolling parkland, Castle 
Howard is renowned for its stunning architecture and gardens. It has been 
featured in various film and television productions, including "Brideshead 
Revisited" and "Bridgerton."  

• Dalby Forest: Ideal for families and outdoor enthusiasts, Dalby Forest offers 
extensive walking and cycling trails, adventure playgrounds, and the thrilling Go 
Ape treetop adventure.  



 

• Knaresborough Viaduct: Spanning the River Nidd, this impressive 19th-century 
viaduct is a striking feature of the town of Knaresborough, offering picturesque 
views and photo opportunities.  

 

Railway Attractions 

• Wensleydale Railway: Experience the charm of a heritage railway journey 
through the Yorkshire Dales on the Wensleydale Railway, which operates 
between Leeming Bar and Redmire.   

• National Railway Museum: Located in York, this museum houses a vast 
collection of historically significant railway vehicles, including the famous 
Mallard and a Japanese Shinkansen. It's a must-visit for train enthusiasts.   

 

Additional Attractions 

• Fountains Abbey and Studley 
Royal Water Garden: A 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
this remarkable complex 
features the ruins of a 12th-
century Cistercian abbey and 
an elegant Georgian water 
garden. 

 

• Helmsley: A charming market town with a historic castle, boutique shops, and 
delightful tea rooms. 

• Rievaulx Abbey: Nestled in a tranquil valley, the ruins of this former Cistercian 
monastery offer a glimpse into monastic life in medieval England. 

  



 

Stokesley 

 

 

Nestled at the foot of the Cleveland Hills and on the edge of the North York Moors 
National Park, Stokesley is a charming Georgian market town full of character, scenic 
beauty, and local flavor. Whether you’re here for a quiet countryside retreat or as a base 
for outdoor adventures, Stokesley offers the perfect blend of history, hospitality, and 
heritage. 

 

      Getting Around 

• By Car: Free or inexpensive parking is available around the town centre. 
Stokesley is just a short drive from Great Ayton, Guisborough, Middlesbrough, 
and the Moors. 

• Public Transport: Local buses connect you to Middlesbrough, Northallerton, 
and nearby villages. 

• On Foot: The town is wonderfully walkable, with footpaths leading to the River 
Leven, Captain Cook’s Monument, and Roseberry Topping. 



 

 

         In the Town 

• Stokesley High Street: Lined with independent shops, cafes, and historic 
architecture. 

• The Weekly Market (Fridays): Fresh produce, handmade goods, and local 
treats. 

• Stokesley Show (September): One of the UK’s best agricultural shows — a true 
celebration of country life. 

 

     Where to Eat & Drink 

Cafés & Breakfast Spots 

• Chapters Deli – Great for brunch, coffee, and fresh pastries. 

• Bexters Tea Room – Cozy and quaint, with homemade cakes and light lunches. 

• Cafe Toots – Local favorite for a relaxed vibe and hearty breakfast. 

•  

Lunch & Dinner 

• The Mill – Stylish bistro-style restaurant with seasonal menus. 

• Il Mulino – Authentic Italian cuisine with a warm atmosphere. 

• Y'Thai – A hidden gem offering traditional Thai dishes. 

• The Green Man – A classic English pub with real ales and a hearty menu. 

 

Drinks 

• The Queen’s Head – Traditional pub with live music nights. 

• The Mill Bar – Contemporary space with cocktails and local gins. 

• Cocoon Gin Bar – Modern and intimate — a great spot for a relaxed drink. 

 

 



 

 

     Shops & Essentials 

• Strickland & Holt – An iconic local department store with gifts, toys, and 
homeware. 

• Garthway Arcade – Small shopping arcade with boutique shops and a 
bookshop. 

• Co-op & Spar – Convenient grocery stores within walking distance. 

• Stokesley Butchers – Perfect for picking up BBQ supplies or local meats. 

  



 

Saltburn-by-the-Sea 

Victorian charm meets surfer cool on the North Yorkshire coast. 

Welcome to Saltburn, one of the UK’s most underrated seaside gems. Tucked beneath 
the cliffs of the North York Moors, this vibrant coastal town blends history, art, 
adventure, and relaxation. Whether you're here to ride the waves, wander the woods, or 
simply enjoy fish and chips with a sea view, Saltburn has something for everyone. 

 

      Getting Around 

• By Train: Saltburn is the eastern end of the Esk Valley Line, with easy access 
from Middlesbrough and connections to Whitby and York. 

• By Car: On-street and pay-and-display parking are available near the beach and 
around the town. 

• On Foot: Saltburn is compact and best explored on foot — from the clifftop 
walks to the beach, everything is within reach. 

 

        Top Things To Do 

       Saltburn Beach & Pier 

• Long, sandy beach perfect for walks, picnics, and paddling. 



 

• The Saltburn Pier is Yorkshire’s last remaining pleasure pier — great for sunsets 
and sea air. 

• Popular for surfing and paddleboarding. Lessons and board hire available from 
local surf schools. 

           Saltburn Cliff Lift 

• Take a ride on the historic Victorian funicular — one of the oldest of its kind in 
the world. 

• It connects the clifftop to the beach and gives fantastic views of the coastline. 

   Valley Gardens & Woodland Walks 

• Follow the Saltburn Valley Gardens through wooded paths, past streams, 
sculptures, and a miniature railway (seasonal). 

• Ideal for families and nature lovers. Great picnic spots and a café on-site. 

      Explore Local Art & Culture 

• Check out the Saltburn Artists’ Projects and small galleries tucked around the 
town. 

• Street art and quirky sculptures are hidden in plain sight — keep your eyes open! 

 

   Food & Drink 

Coffee & Breakfast 

• Camfields Espresso Bar – Clifftop coffee with a sea view. 

• Virgo's Bistro – Warm and welcoming, ideal for brunch. 

• The Sitting Room – Cosy café with fresh cakes, books, and an artsy vibe. 

Lunch & Dinner 

• Seaview Restaurant – Upscale fish and chips with panoramic views. 

• Rapps Café – Fresh, creative dishes with veggie options. 

• The Kings Grill – Stylish bistro in the town centre. 

Drinks & Pubs 

• The Ship Inn – Classic pub right on the seafront. 



 

• Saltburn Tap House – Craft beer and street food in a chilled setting. 

• Vista Mar – Cocktail bar with balcony views over the bay. 

 

     Shops & Essentials 

• Saltburn Food Hall – Great local produce and deli goods. 

• The Amber Rooms – Independent fashion, gifts, and lifestyle shop. 

• Co-op – For groceries and essentials, located in the town centre. 

 

                           Activities & Adventures 

• Saltburn Surf School – Year-round surf lessons for all levels. 

• Saltburn Miniature Railway – Charming little train running through Valley 
Gardens (open seasonally). 

• Cleveland Way Walk – This national trail runs right through Saltburn — head 
north along the cliffs to Skinningrove, or south toward Staithes and Whitby. 

 

              Events & Seasonal Highlights 

• Saltburn Folk Festival (August) – Music, dancing, storytelling, and community 
spirit. 

• Farmers’ Market (monthly) – Held on the second Saturday of each month, with 
fresh local produce and artisan goods. 

• Christmas Lights & Winter Market – A magical atmosphere in the colder 
months. 

 

         Insta-Worthy Spots 

• The view from Saltburn Pier looking back at the cliffs. 

• The Victorian cliff lift, especially at sunrise or sunset. 

• Woodland paths and footbridges in Valley Gardens. 

• Surfers catching waves on a golden evening. 



 

 

      Local Tips 

• The cliff lift operates seasonally, usually April to October. 

• Dogs are welcome on parts of the beach, with seasonal restrictions — check 
signs for details. 

• The best sunrise views are from the pier or top of the cliff near Camfields. 

  



 

Northallerton  

 

Traditional Yorkshire charm in the Vale of Mowbray 

Welcome to Northallerton, a quintessential North Yorkshire market town full of 
character, convenience, and countryside charm. Located between the Yorkshire Dales 
and North York Moors, Northallerton is the perfect base for exploring the region, or 
simply enjoying relaxed town life with excellent shops, restaurants, and scenic walks. 

 

      Getting Around 

• By Train: Northallerton station is on the East Coast Main Line — direct services 
to York, Leeds, London, Edinburgh, and beyond. 

• By Car: Great access to the A1(M) and A19, with plentiful public parking in and 
around the town centre. 

• By Foot: The town is walkable, with the high street, station, parks, and cafés all 
nearby. 

 

     Things to See & Do 

      Northallerton High Street 

• Famous for its long, wide Georgian high street lined with independent shops, 
bakeries, and heritage buildings. 

• Visit Barkers Department Store – a North Yorkshire institution, combining 
fashion, homeware, and a café. 



 

• Don’t miss Lewis & Cooper, a classic fine foods emporium offering everything 
from Yorkshire chutneys to artisan wines. 

    History & Heritage 

• Northallerton Courthouse Museum – Learn about local law and order history in 
this preserved historic building. 

• All Saints Church – A beautiful medieval parish church at the heart of the town, 
with peaceful grounds. 

       Relaxing Outdoors 

• Applegarth Park – A green open space perfect for walks, picnics, and letting the 
kids run around. 

• Romanby Golf & Country Club – Just outside town, ideal for golf lovers or a 
relaxed meal with a view. 

 

   Food & Drink 

       Coffee & Light Bites 

• Caffè Nero and Costa are available, but try The Café at Barkers for a local 
touch. 

• Bettys Café – Yes, that Bettys! A smaller branch of the famous Yorkshire tea 
room — don’t leave without trying a Fat Rascal. 

     Lunch & Dinner 

• The Golden Lion Hotel – Classic pub dining with hearty Yorkshire fare. 

• Cinco’s Mexican Restaurant – A fun, vibrant spot for tacos, tequila, and good 
vibes. 

• Casa Rustica – Family-run Italian with a loyal local following. 

                        Pubs & Drinks 

• The Standard Inn – Traditional pub with real ales and live music. 

• The Buck Inn – A cozy spot near the centre, great for casual food and drinks. 

• The Tithe Bar – A local favorite with a large beer garden and relaxed atmosphere. 



 

 Mount Grace Priory 

A Hidden Gem on the Edge of the North York Moors 

Welcome! You're staying just moments away from one of England's best-preserved 
Carthusian monasteries — Mount Grace Priory. Nestled in a quiet corner near 
Osmotherley, it offers a unique mix of spiritual serenity, medieval history, and stunning 
natural beauty. This guide is designed to help you get the most from your visit. 

 

    Location 

• Address: Mount Grace Priory, Mount Grace, Osmotherley, Northallerton, DL6 
3JG 

• Car Parking: Ample free parking is available on-site. 

• Access: Follow signs from the A19. It’s well signposted and just a short drive 
from Northallerton and Osmotherley. 

 

 

 



 

    What to See 

      The Priory Ruins 

• Explore the remains of the 14th-century Carthusian monastery, one of only 
nine ever built in Britain. 

• Walk through the cloisters, chapter house, and monks' cells to get a feel for 
the quiet monastic life. 

           The Recreated Monk's Cell 

• Step inside a reconstructed monk's dwelling, complete with furniture and a 
private garden. It's a powerful insight into the silent, isolated life of a Carthusian 
monk. 

       Gardens & Grounds 

• Wander through woodland trails, wildflower meadows, and formal gardens 
cared for by English Heritage. 

• The area is perfect for a relaxing stroll or peaceful picnic. 

 

     Café & Facilities 

• The Priory Café: Serves tea, coffee, cakes, and light lunches. Vegan and gluten-
free options available. 

• Toilets: Located near the café and entrance. 

• Gift Shop: Small but well-stocked with local books, gifts, and garden items. 

 

           Wildlife & Nature 

• Keep an eye out for deer, red squirrels, and a wide range of birds. 

• The surrounding woodland is part of the Cleveland Hills, offering fantastic 
walking and wildlife spotting opportunities. 

 

          Walks & Trails 

• Cod Beck Reservoir: A short drive away — great for a circular lakeside walk. 



 

• Osmotherley Village: A charming village with pubs, tea rooms, and access to 
the Cleveland Way. 

• Lyke Wake Walk: For the adventurous, Mount Grace is near the starting point of 
this iconic moorland hike. 

 

      Perfect Photo Spots 

• The cloisters framed by early morning light. 

• Recreated monk's garden with wildflowers. 

• Views from the woodland walk looking out over the Vale of Mowbray. 

 

         Getting There 

• By Car: Easiest way to access. From Northallerton, take the A684 to the A19. 

• By Train: Nearest station is Northallerton. Taxis available from the station. 

• Walking/Cycling: Accessible from Osmotherley on foot via well-marked paths. 

 

        Local Tips 

• Best time to visit: Mornings are quieter. Spring and autumn offer the best light 
and colour. 

• Wear sturdy shoes: Some paths are uneven, especially in wet weather. 

• Bring a picnic: The gardens are ideal for a relaxing lunch. 

• Combine with a visit to Osmotherley or the Cleveland Way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ormesby Hall 

 

 

A Stately Georgian Mansion Just Minutes from Middlesbrough 

Welcome! You're staying near one of Teesside's hidden gems — Ormesby Hall, a 
National Trust property rich in history, culture, and peaceful green space. Nestled on the 
outskirts of Middlesbrough, this Georgian mansion is perfect for a day out exploring 
beautiful architecture, nature trails, and family-friendly activities. 

 

    Location 

• Address: Ormesby Hall, Ladgate Lane, Ormesby, Middlesbrough, TS3 0SR 

• Parking: Free on-site parking is available for visitors. 

• Public Transport: Easily reachable by bus from Middlesbrough town centre. 

 



 

         About Ormesby Hall 

        The Hall 

• Built in the 18th century, Ormesby Hall was home to the Pennyman family, local 
aristocrats with deep ties to the community. 

• Inside you'll find elegant Georgian interiors, family portraits, and a look into 
how the Pennymans lived across generations. 

       Gardens & Grounds 

• Walled gardens, seasonal blooms, and wide-open parkland. 

• Perfect for a picnic or a gentle walk with the kids or dog. 

         Model Railway Exhibition 

• A hit with families and train enthusiasts! 

• Features a large model railway display and interactive exhibits. 

 

       Nature Trails & Wildlife 

• Several short trails loop through woodland and meadows. 

• A great place to spot woodpeckers, squirrels, and butterflies. 

 

     Café & Facilities 

• On-site café offers hot drinks, cakes, and light lunches. 

• Toilets: Near the main entrance. 

• Gift Shop: Sells local crafts, plants, and souvenirs. 

 

           Events & Activities 

• Ormesby hosts regular events like seasonal trails for children, craft markets, 
and historical reenactments. 

• Check the National Trust website or visitor centre on the day for up-to-date info. 

 



 

      Great Photo Spots 

• The grand Georgian facade of the house. 

• Formal gardens in spring and summer bloom. 

• Hidden corners of the woodland walks. 

 

        Local Tips 

• Early mornings are quieter and ideal for photography. 

• Dogs are welcome in the parkland (on leads). 

• Combine with a visit to Stewart Park or Captain Cook Birthplace Museum, 
both nearby. 

 

         Getting There 

• By Car: Just off the A174 and A172, 10 minutes from Middlesbrough centre. 

• By Bus: Several local buses stop nearby. Ask at your accommodation or use 
Google Maps for current routes. 

 

   More Info 

• National Trust Members: Free entry. 

• Opening Times: Vary seasonally. Check the official National Trust website for 
current hours and event listings. 

  



 

The Tees Valley 
 

 

 

 

 

Nestled between North Yorkshire and County Durham, Tees Valley is a vibrant region 
encompassing Darlington, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Redcar & Cleveland, and 
Stockton-on-Tees. This area boasts a unique blend of industrial heritage, coastal 
beauty, and lush countryside, making it an ideal destination for diverse travellers.  

 

       Nature & Outdoor Adventures 

• RSPB Saltholme: A serene nature reserve offering birdwatching opportunities 
amidst industrial landscapes. Visitors can enjoy various walking trails, hides for 
bird spotting, a walled garden, and a children's play area.   



 

• Roseberry Topping: Often referred to as the "Yorkshire Matterhorn," this 
distinctive hill provides panoramic views of the surrounding countryside. It's a 
favorite among hikers and photographers. 

• Tees Barrage International White Water Centre: An adventure hub offering 
white-water rafting, kayaking, and stand-up paddleboarding. It's perfect for thrill-
seekers and families alike. 

 

      Heritage & Culture 

• Preston Park Museum & Grounds: Explore a Victorian street, discover local 
history, and enjoy the beautiful riverside grounds in Stockton-on-Tees. 

• Darlington Railway Centre and Museum: Celebrate the birthplace of the 
modern railway with interactive exhibits and historic locomotives. 

• Hartlepool's Maritime Experience: Step back in time aboard the HMS 
Trincomalee and learn about naval history in this engaging museum. 

• The Stockton Flyer – is a fantastic automated mechanical sculpture that 
appears every day at 1pm sharp. It represents the Darlington-Stockton railway 
that was the first passenger railway in the world 

 

       Coastal Escapes 

• Saltburn-by-the-Sea: A charming Victorian seaside town featuring a historic 
pier, cliff lift, and a vibrant surfing community. 

• Redcar: Enjoy sandy beaches, the Redcar Beacon with panoramic views, and 
traditional seaside amusements. 

• Seaton Carew: A family-friendly beach destination with arcades, fish and chip 
shops, and a relaxed atmosphere. 

 

     Food & Drink Highlights 

• Bedford Street, Middlesbrough: A trendy spot lined with independent eateries, 
bars, and cafes, offering diverse culinary delights  

• Wynyard Hall: Experience fine dining in a historic setting, complemented by 
beautiful gardens and a luxurious spa. 



 

• Darlington's Indoor Market: Discover a variety of local produce, international 
cuisines, and artisanal goods in this bustling market. 

 

 

              Events & Festivals 

• Stockton International Riverside Festival (SIRF): An annual event showcasing 
street theatre, music, and dance performances from around the world.  

• S&DR 200 Celebrations: In 2025, Tees Valley will commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the Stockton & Darlington Railway with a series of events and 
exhibitions.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Yorkshire Dales 
 

The Yorkshire Dales is one of England’s most beautiful national parks — a landscape of 
rolling green valleys, dry-stone walls, waterfalls, limestone cliffs, sheep-dotted 
hillsides, and charming stone villages. The Dales embodies the classic rural English 
experience: peaceful countryside, hearty food in cosy pubs, and miles of scenic walking 
and cycling trails. Many parts of the Dales are accessible in about an hour from Rudby 
Hall Hotel 

 

Malham Cove & Gordale Scar 

A dramatic limestone amphitheatre and cliff with stunning views from the top. Nearby, 
Gordale Scar is a towering gorge with waterfalls — a favourite among photographers and 
adventurous walkers. 

 

Aysgarth Falls 

A series of picturesque limestone-stepped waterfalls along the River Ure. Best after 
rainfall — featured in Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves. 

 

Ribblehead Viaduct 

An incredible feat of Victorian 
railway engineering on the 
Settle-Carlisle line, surrounded 
by wild moorland. Great photo 
spot and ideal for railway 
enthusiasts. 

 

Bolton Abbey 

Historic priory ruins, riverside walking trails, stepping stones across the River Wharfe, 
and scenic woodland. Great for families. 

 



 

Ingleborough & Ingleborough Cave 

One of the Dales’ famous “Three Peaks.” Hike to the summit for panoramic views, or 
explore the impressive underground cave system at its base. 

 

White Scar Cave 

One of the longest show caves in the UK — with waterfalls, stalactites, and underground 
chambers. Fascinating guided tours. 

 

Hawes & Wensleydale Creamery 

Visit the market town of Hawes, home of the famous Wensleydale cheese (loved by 
Wallace & Gromit!). Watch cheese-making and sample local dairy delights. 

 

Grassington & the Wharfedale Valley 

A charming village with traditional streets, local shops, and riverside walking paths. 
Featured in TV series All Creatures Great and Small. 

 

Skipton Castle 

A well-preserved Norman castle in the 
gateway town of Skipton. Combine with a 
wander around the market and canal. 

 

Hardraw Force 

England’s highest single-drop waterfall above ground, reached via a short woodland 
walk from a village pub — a magical spot. 


